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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ACTION NEA- 11 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-12 10-13 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 OMB-01 TRSE-00 SSM-03 ACDA-12 
DOE-15 SOE-02 MCT-01 DOEE-00 /134W 

048126 090616Z/17 

PR081517ZMAY78 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3004 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMCONSUL lERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
SMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 183 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USMISSION USUN NY 
USMISSION SINAI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEL AVIV 6002 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS IS LE 

SUBJ: lERUSALEM POST REPORTS RETREAT OF UNIFIL TROOPS FROM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PRESENT POSITIONS MIGHT DELAY IDE PULLBACK 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: IN AN EXCLUSIVE REPORT, THE JERU- 
SALEM POST (GOODMAN) QUOTED AN "AUTHORITATIVE MILITARY 
SOURCE" AS STATING THAT ANY WITHDRAWAL BY THE FRENCH UNIFIL 
CONTINGENT FROM THEIR PRESENT POSITIONS 
TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH THE TERRORISTS WOULD ENDANGER 
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UNIFIL'S CREDIBILITY AND MIGHT DELAY ISRAEL'S EINAL WITH- 
DRAWAL EROM LEBANON. THE SOURCE HAD BEEN ASKED TO COMMENT 
ON REPORTS THE FRENCH WERE CONSIDERING REDEPLOYING IN THE 
TYRE AREA AND WITHDRAWING FROM CURRENT POSITIONS IN ORDER 
TO MINIMIZE CONTACT WITH THE TERRORISTS AND REDUCE CASUALTIES. 

2. THE SOURCE ADDED THAT ANY RETREATS BY UN FORCES WOULD 
BE, AS FAR AS ISRAEL WAS CONCERNED, A BLOW TO THE UN'S 
CREDIBILITY AS A VIABLE DETERRENT TO THE TERRORISTS. 

WEAKNESS BY THE ERENCH AT THE FIRST SIGN OF TERRORIST 
PRESSURE WOULD CONSTITUTE AN OPEN INVITATION FOR INCREASED 
ACTIVITY. THE SOURCE HINTED THAT ANY FALLBACK BY UNIFIL 
TROOPS WOULD FORCE ISRAEL TO CAREFULLY RECONSIDER ANY COM- 
MITMENT TO PULL BACK FROM THE 10 KM DEEP STRIP OP SOUTH 
LEBANON STILL OCCUPIED BY THE IDE. END UNCLASSIPIED. 

3. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. GOODMAN PREFERRED NOT TO 
REVEAL THE NAME OF HIS SOURCE BUT STATED HE WAS A HIGH-LEVEL 
OFPICER IN THE IDF. 

4. DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN, DURING ABRIEFING OF THE CORPS OP 
MILITARY 

ATTACHES TODAY, TOLD THE ATTACHES HE BELIEVES UNIFIL IS DOING 
A GOOD JOB AND SINGLED OUT THE FRENCH ATTACHE POR COMPLI- 
MENTS. HE ALSO TOLD THE ATTACHES, "DONT BELIEVE EVERYTHING 
YOU READ IN THE PAPERS - AT LEAST ALL THE TIME." LEWIS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 TEL A V 06002 0906 1 2Z 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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